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Hundreds of Simon Fraser University students 

pledge to engage in direct action 

210 students are pledging direct action unless Simon Fraser University commits to 

divest from fossil fuels within 5 years. 

 

Burnaby, BC (November 9, 2015) — 210 Simon Fraser University (SFU) students have 

pledged to engage in nonviolent direct action if SFU does not commit, by the end of the 

Paris Climate talks on December 12th, to remove its investments from fossil fuels within 5 

years. Students and faculty have been calling for SFU to remove its investments from the 

fossil fuel industry for the past two and a half years. Over that time the severity and 

urgency of the situation facing communities impacted by climate change has increased 

dramatically. Students have recognized this increased urgency and have taken this pledge 

to call on SFU to acknowledge that, as a research and learning institution, the university has 

an obligation to remove its investments from the fossil fuel industry. 

 

“We have had productive conversations with SFU's Board of Governors, and the university's 

commitment to the UN Principles of Responsible Investment is encouraging,” explained 

Raaj Chatterjee, President of student climate advocacy club SFU 350. “However, the SFU 

community has made it clear: it's time to take the next step and divest from the fossil fuel 

industry and reinvest in real solutions to the climate crisis.” 

 

Divest SFU, a coalition of SFU students and student groups, has coordinated the pledge and 

will be submitting it to SFU’s Board of Governors in mid-November. The pledge will be 

presented along with an update about a petition calling for divestment—which has reached 

over 1,200 signatures—and an open letter endorsed by over 100 SFU faculty members. 

 

Josh Cairns, Executive Director of Embark (SFU’s largest student society), pointed out that 

“while SFU funds research that highlights the severity of climate change, the university 

simultaneously invests part of its $280 million endowment in the companies that are 

undermining action and—quite literally—fueling the problem.” 

 

The fossil fuel divestment campaign has quickly become the largest divestment campaign 

in history. According to a report from Arabella Advisors, more than 400 organizations and 

2,000 individuals exceeding $2.6 trillion in assets have pledged to divest from fossil fuel 

companies. Nick Nuttall, the spokesman for the UN Framework Convention on Climate 

Change, recently stated that the UN “support[s] divestment as it sends a signal to 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/mar/09/what-is-fossil-fuel-divestment
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companies, especially coal companies, that the age of ‘burn what you like, when you like’ 

cannot continue.”  

 

 

 

“Participatory democracy has played a unique role in shaping SFU’s success over the years, 

and I can think of no more important subject for democratic engagement than accelerating 

Canada's transition to a post-carbon future”, said Dr. Anthony Perl, Professor of Urban 

Studies and Political Science, “Thus it should come as no surprise that SFU students are, 

once again, preparing to encourage our university's administration to act on divesting from 

fossil fuel production - an economic activity that generates no long-run value for society.”  

 

As SFU celebrates its 50th anniversary, divestment from fossil fuels provides an 

opportunity for the university to align its investments with its deep emphasis on 

community engagement. If it divests, SFU will be the first Canadian university to completely 

remove its investments from fossil fuels. 

 

“It is no longer justifiable for those who know the effect of such investments to continue to 

engage in them,” stated sustainable energy economist Dr. Mark Jaccard in response to 

SFU’s fossil fuel investments. “Just as Einstein once declared, ‘Those with the privilege to 

know have the duty to act’.” 

 

The Divest SFU pledge, petition, and open letter can be found on the campaign website at 

sfu350.com/divest-sfu. 

 

 

-- END -- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Contact 

Raaj Chatterjee, President of SFU 350 

104-2580 154 Street, Surrey BC V4P 1C5 

c: (604) 600-3060 // h: (778) 294-0146 

e: raajc@sfu.ca 

http://www.sfu350.com/divest-sfu/
mailto:raajc@sfu.ca
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Secondary Contact 

Josh Cairns, Executive Director of Embark 

WMC 2623, 8888 University Drive, Burnaby BC  V5A 1S6 

w: (778) 782-3972  //  c: (778) 316-9892 

e: josh@embarksustainability.org 

 

 

mailto:josh@embarksustainability.org

